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cent. of the whole deposit. The silica of these spicules is intimately associated with

organic matter, the spicules being composed of alternate layers of opal or hydrated
silica and organic substances.' The percentage of water in the various analyses of

Sponge spicules varies from 7 to 13 per cent! There is abundant evidence to show that

these spicules are slowly dissolved in the sea-water after the death of the animal."
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Fxu. 32.-Pojiojiogoii amadou, Wyvillo Thomson (i).

In addition to the Diatoms, Radiolariaijs, and Sponge spicules, there are large
numbers of Foramiiiifera, A.nnelids, Orustacea, and Molluscs, which form their shells,

tubes, and houses of Sponge spicules, Racliolarians, Diatoms, aud other materials

I See Schu]ze, Report on the Jiexactineflicin, Zool. ('hail. Exp., pt. liii. ; Rhiley and Dendy, Report on the
Monaxonicia, Zool. Chali. Exp., pt. Ex. ; Solias, Report on the Tttruetine11iLa, Zuol. Chall.. Exp., pt. lxiii. ; Thoulet,
()nLpIts Re,ulus, torn. xcviii. PI). 1000, 1001.

Silns, toe. ei., pp. 47 ci seq.; Titoulet, bor. cit. 3 Schuize, lee, cit., PP26, 27.
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