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a narrow border round the land; that at a depth of 100 fathoms
scarce, and
plants almost entirely disappeared and animals were
most
represented those animal groups only which are among the
simple in their organization; while at 300 fathoms the sea-bot
tom became a desolate waste, the physical conditions being such
as to preclude the possibility of the existence of living beings.
Samples of the sea-bottom, procured with great difficulty and
in small quantities from the first
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entire or broken shells of certain foraminifera, and the bulk of
the evidence seemed to be in favor of the animals which in
habited these shells
having lived in the situation in which they
were found, and not, as was at first
in
supposed, having lived

