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but from that of the entire group, each genus, and usually several species of each genus,

having been studied.

As the conclusion of these researches an analytical exposition of the whole organisa
tion of each genus might be expected, but this would have extended the present Report

beyond reasonable dimensions, and would have occasioned much repetition, since several

of the genera of Pteropods are very closely related, and the number of distinct types is

flar from large. Besides, as I have already remarked, the limited time at my disposal did

not permit me to enter upon an anatomical monograph, and indeed, even if a longer

period had been available, the following considerations would have deterred me from

such a course :-

1. We already possess a very considerable acquaintance with numerous points in the

organisation of the Pteropoda, thanks to the general works, based upon several different

genera, of van Beneden,1 Souleyet,2 and Gegcnbaur,3 and to the special memoirs, treating

only of a single form, of Eschricht4 and Wagner.n In many respects an anatomical

monograph would simply be a reprint of what has been published by these authors.

2. The systematic position of the Pt.eropods is the subject of much discussion, and

their phylogenetic relationships have been very variously interpreted.
For several years I have followed Spengel,7 along with Grobben 8 and Boas,' in the

opinion, not shared by most zoologists, that the Pteropoda do not constitute a distinct

class among the Mollusca, comparable with the Cephalopoda, Gastropoda, Scaphopoda,
and Pelecypoda. Further, I am, like Boas, of opinion that even within the Gastropoda

they do not constitute a primary division, but only a group of much lower rank among

the Opisthobranchiate division of the Tectibranchiate Euthyneura.
This opinion, it must be added, is not new; it was expressed during the first half of

this century by de Blainville.1° Souleyct" was the first, and indeed the only, inves

tigator who has attempted to give any proof of it, and he was not very successful,
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