
REPORT ON THE DEEP-SEA FISHES. xxxvii

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FISH-FAUNA OF THE DEEP SEA.

If, as has been done in the present Report, all species which hitherto have been found

at a depth of 100 fathoms are included in the deep-sea fauna, so great an admixture
of surface forms is admitted, that the characteristic features of abyssal fauna are

obscured. We obtain a more correct idea of its constitution if we take into consideration

only such forms as have been found from 300 fathoms downwards; eliminating from

the total number of 385 species enumerated in this Report all which do not descend to

300 fathoms, 155 in number. This leaves 230 true abyssal forms.

Of this number the

Chondropterygians furnish 8 species or 34 per cent

Holocephali ,, 2 ,, 1 99

Acanthopterygians ,, 64 ,, 26

Berycid ,, 24 ,, 104
Pediculati 7

Trachypterid ,, 7

Scorpthd ,, 5

Discoboli ,, 5

Percid ,, 4

Trichiurid ,, 4

Cottid ,, 3

Cataphracti ,, 2

Oyttid ,, 1

Trachinid ,, 1

Lophotid ,, 1

Anacanthini ,, 91 ,, 40

Lycodid ,, 13

Gadid ,, 19 ,, 9

Ophidiid ,, 20 ,, 9

Macrurid ,, 37 ,, 16

Pleuronectid ,, 4

Physostomi ,, 63 ,, 26

Scopdid ,, 17

Murnid ,, 13

Stomiatid ,, 10

Alepocephalid ,, 9
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