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INTRODUCTION.

THIRTY-SIX years ago, when engaged in the study of the Microscopic structure of the
calcareous skeletons of the lower Invertebrata, I received from my friend Prof. Edward
Forbes some small discoidal bodies, which had been dredged-up in considerable abundance
on the coast of Australia by Mr. J. Beete Jukes, whilst holding the post of Naturalist in
H. M. surveying ship "Fly," between 1842 and 1846, with the information that these

disks were probably identical with those which had been collected by MM. Quoy and

Gaimard in the, same locality during the voyage of the "Astrolabe," and described by them

in the "Zoology" of that voyage, under the generic designation Marginopora. I could
not, however, find any mention of this genus, either in the text or I the plates of their

great work; but on consulting the Manuel de l'Actinologie of M. de Blainville, I found
it there described (p. 412), on information received from MM. Quoy and Gaimard, in

immediate sequence to the genus Orbitolites,-both genera being placed by Dc Blainville,

though with hesitation, among his "Polypiers." Having examined, in the Paris Museum,

the original specimens on which the genus was founded, I at once saw that Mr. 5ukes's

disks belonged to the same type, though with some modifications of detail; and I saw also
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